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Ecocriticism : Aspects of Rural Life in Shaping 
Literary Thought 

 
Abstract : Ecocriticism is a literary and cultural theory 
that examines the relationship between literature and 
the natural environment. It explores how literary texts 
reflect ecological awareness, environmental ethics, 
human-nature relationships, and environmental crises. 
As an interdisciplinary approach, ecocriticism draws 
insights from literature, environmental studies, philo-
sophy, history, geography, anthropology, and sociology. 
The primary aim of ecocriticism is to understand how 
human culture represents nature and how such repre-
senttations shape human attitudes toward the environ-
ment. Within the context of this critical framework, 
village life plays a fundamental and transformative role 
in shaping ecological awareness and literary expression. 

Village life is deeply connected to nature. It 
revolves around agriculture, forests, rivers, animals, soil, 
weather, and climate cycles. Unlike urban life, which is 
characterized by industrialization, technological adva-
ncement, artificial landscapes, and mechanical rhythms, 
village life is closely connected to natural processes. 
Village people, farmers, pastoralists, and tribal commu-
nities living in rural areas depend directly on the 
environment for their survival. Their daily experiences 
foster a deep awareness of ecological balance, sustain-
ability, and interdependence. Literature that emerges 
from or depicts village life often possesses this 
ecological sensitivity, offering a counter-narrative to 
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industrial modernity and environ-mental exploitation. 
Ecocriticism finds in village life a rich repository of ecological values, environmental 

ethics, traditional knowledge systems, and sustainable practices. From ancient pastoral 
poetry to Romantic literature and modern environmental narratives, village settings and 
characters have shaped literary engagements with nature. The village landscape becomes a 
symbolic and real space where harmony between humans and nature can be imagined, 
restored, or preserved. This article examines in detail how village life has shaped ecocritical 
thinking in literature across historical periods, literary movements, and cultural contexts. 
Keywords : Ecocriticism, literature and environment, Rural Condition, environmental 
justice, shaping of Nature. 
Introduction : Ecocritical Aspects the earliest forms of storytelling, village life has provided 
a central place for stories that illustrate humanity's interdependence on nature. In 
agricultural societies, survival depended directly on environmental factors such as rainfall, 
soil fertility, weather stability, and biodiversity. This deep interdependence fostered a 
sense of respect, reverence, and responsibility for nature. Such thinking was naturally 
reflected in myths, folk tales, ballads, pastoral poems, and early prose stories. Literature 
emerging from rural settings often reflects a perspective in which nature is not merely a 
backdrop for human activities but an active presence shaping human destiny. This 
perspective is central to ecocritical thinking, which emphasizes the interconnectedness of 
human and non-human life and challenges anthropocentric thinking that places humans 
above or outside of ecological systems. 

Village life traditionally operated within the framework of sustainability, long before 
the concept gained scientific and political prominence. Farming practices such as crop 
rotation, mixed farming, seed saving, and seasonal harvesting demonstrate an unders-
tanding of ecological balance. These practices are rooted in knowledge passed down 
through generations, creating a cultural memory of caring for the environment. Literary 
depictions of rural life often draw inspiration from these practices. 

Rural life has been a central theme in English literature since its earliest stages. Old 
English poems, such as elegies and nature lyrics, often depict a close relationship between 
humans and their environment. Middle Age literature continued this tradition, with works 
like The Canterbury Tales vividly depicting rural characters and the agricultural environ-
ment. Pastoral poetry flourished during the Renaissance period, particularly in the works of 
Edmund Spenser, Sir Philip Sidney, and later John Milton. These writers used rural lands-
capes to explore philosophical, political, and ethical questions, often using nature as a 
moral and spiritual guide. Such literary works reflect the idea that rural life is not merely a 
social condition but a profound ecological experience that shapes human values and 
thinking. 
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The Romantic movement marked a turning point in literary engagement with rural 
life and nature. Romantic poets such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John 
Clare, and later Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats placed nature and rural life at the 
center of their poetic thinking. Wordsworth, in particular, viewed rural life as a source of 
moral strength, emotional healing, and spiritual enlightenment. His poetry features rural 
characters whose simple lives are deeply connected to natural phenomena, demonstrating 
that true wisdom and happiness are found in harmony with the environment. John Clare, 
often called the Village Poet, painted detailed and sympathetic images of rural landscapes 
and communities, and lamented the environmental and social consequences of enclosure 
and industrial growth. These Romantic narratives significantly influenced ecocritical 
thinking by emphasizing emotional and ethical connections with nature, advocating for 
environmental conservation, and criticizing socio-economic systems that disrupt ecological 
balance. 

Beyond English literature, village life has shaped ecological perspectives in various 
literary traditions around the world. For example, in Indian literature, village settings and 
farm life form the backbone of classical texts, devotional poetry, and modern fiction. 
Ancient Sanskrit literature, including the Vedas, Upanishads, and epics like the 
Mahabharata and Ramayana, reflect a worldview deeply rooted in nature. Forests, rivers, 
mountains, and animals are not merely physical objects but sacred and symbolic forces 
shaping human destiny. The concept of nature holds a central place in Indian philosophy, 
which emphasizes harmony, balance, and reverence. Village people embody these 
ecological principles through their customs, festivals, and daily activities, which are 
reflected in regional literature and folk traditions. Munshi Premchand, R.K. Modern Indian 
writers such as Narayan, Mahasweta Devi and Bhavani Bhattacharya have continued this 
tradition by portraying village life as a site of ecological wisdom, social struggle and moral 
strength. These theoretical perspectives underscore the indispensable role of rural life in 
shaping ecological thinking and literary representation. 
Literature Review : The term "Ecocriticism" became popular in the late twentieth century, 
particularly through the work of scholars such as Sheryl Glotfelty, Harold Fromm, Lawrence 
Buell, Jonathan Bate, and Greg Garrard. Ecocriticism examines how literature reflects 
environmental issues such as deforestation, pollution, climate change, industrial use, 
agricultural decline, urban growth, and biodiversity loss. It also examines how literary texts 
imagine other ecological futures and ethical relationships with nature. Rural life plays a 
crucial role in these explorations, as it reflects ecological interdependence, environmental 
vulnerability, and sustainable practices. The rural landscape often becomes a place where 
ecological understanding, traditional knowledge, and cultural memories are preserved. 
through rural stories, literature provides valuable insights into the human-nature 
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relationship. Rural figures are often portrayed as guardians of ecological balance, while 
urban and industrial forces often represent ecological devastation. This distinction forms 
the basis of ecocritical discourse, which highlights the tension between development and 
sustainability, progress and conservation. 
Conceptual Framework of Ecocriticism : The term "ecocriticism" gained popularity in the 
late twentieth century, particularly through the work of scholars such as Sheryl Glotfelty, 
Harold Fromm, Lawrence Buell, Jonathan Bate, and Greg Garrard. Ecocriticism challenges 
anthropocentric perspectives that place humans at the centre of life and instead promotes 
an eccentric worldview that recognizes the intrinsic value of all living beings and 
ecosystems. 

Ecocriticism examines how literature reflects environmental issues such as 
deforestation, pollution, climate change, industrial exploitation, agricultural decline, urban 
growth, and biodiversity loss. It also examines how literary texts imagine other ecological 
futures and ethical relationships with nature. Rural life plays a crucial role in these 
explorations because it illustrates ecological interdependence, environmental fragility, and 
sustainable practices. The rural landscape often serves as a place where ecological 
understanding, traditional knowledge, and cultural memories are preserved. 

Through rural stories, literature provides valuable insights into the human-nature 
relationship. Rural figures are often portrayed as guardians of ecological balance, while 
urban and industrial forces often represent ecological devastation. This distinction forms 
the basis of ecocritical discourse, which highlights the tension between development and 
sustainability, progress and conservation. 
Village Life and Ecological Consciousness : Village life fosters ecological consciousness 
because it involves direct contact with the natural world. Farmers depend on soil fertility, 
rainfall, river systems, and weather fluctuations. Shepherds depend on pastures, forests, 
and the health of their animals. Fishermen depend on rivers, lakes, and seas. These deep 
connections foster a deep awareness of the ecological cycle and its fragility. In village 
society, nature is not an abstract entity but a living presence that shapes everyday life. 

This ecological closeness is reflected in village literature, which often portrays 
nature as alive, sacred, and caring. Trees, rivers, mountains, and animals have emotional 
and spiritual significance. Folk traditions, myths, legends, and stories further reinforce this 
respect for nature. Such cultural expressions contribute significantly to ecocritical thinking 
by emphasizing environmental ethics, respect for biodiversity, and sustainable coexistence. 

Village life also retains traditional ecological knowledge, including organic farming 
methods, water conservation practices, herbal medicine, forest management, and 
sustainable resource use. Literature depicting these practices becomes a powerful vehicle 
for ecological awareness. Through stories, poems, and narratives, village understandings 
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enter literary discourse and create eco-critical frameworks that challenge contemporary 
environmental degradation. 
The Pastoral Tradition and Ecocritical Roots : The pastoral tradition is one of the earliest 
literary foundations of ecocritical thinking. Originating in ancient Greek and Roman 
literature, pastoral poetry idealized village life and celebrated its simplicity, peace, and 
harmony. Poets like Theocritus and Virgil depicted shepherds living in natural landscapes, 
singing, loving, and contemplating. These works constructed village life as a moral and 
ecological ideal, contrasting it with the corruption and chaos of urban civilization. 

In English literature, pastoral themes flourished during the Renaissance and 
Elizabethan periods. Plays like Edmund Spenser's "The Shepherd's Calendar" and William 
Shakespeare's "As You Like It" depict pastoral scenes as places of emotional healing and 
moral reform. For example, "The Forest of Arden" becomes a place of refuge from political 
oppression and social conflict, symbolizing the healing power of nature. 

Pastoral literature made a significant contribution to ecocritical thinking by 
portraying village life as harmonious, sustainable, and morally superior. Although pastoral 
works often idealize rural areas, they also reinforce the belief that human fulfillment is 
linked to environmental balance. This literary tradition laid the foundation for later 
ecological philosophy and critical frameworks. 
Romanticism and the Deepening of Ecological Sensibility : The Romantic movement 
marked a turning point in the literary depiction of rural life and nature. Reacting against 
industrialization, urbanization, and mechanization, Romantic poets sought spiritual refuge 
in nature and the simplicity of the countryside. Writers like William Wordsworth, Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge, John Clare, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats celebrated the beauty, 
power, and moral significance of the natural world. 

Wordsworth, in particular, saw rural life as a source of spiritual enlightenment and 
emotional renewal. His poems often focused on rural figures, such as shepherds, leech-
gatherers, and solitary wanderers, whose lives reflected simplicity, patience, and harmony 
with nature. In poems like "Tintern Abbey" and "Michael," Wordsworth emphasized the 
moral and emotional strength derived from rural life. 

John Clare, often called the "peasant poet," offers a profound ecological perspective 
on village life. His poems lament the loss of traditional landscapes due to enclosure and 
industrial expansion. Clare's deep emotional attachment to fields, birds, trees, and villages 
anticipates today's ecological concerns. His work represents an early form of environmental 
activism through literature. 

Romantic literature significantly transformed ecocritical thinking by asserting that 
nature is not merely a resource, but a living entity deserving respect and protection. Village 
life became a symbol of ecological harmony, moral simplicity, and spiritual depth. This 
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philosophical shift laid the foundation for today's environmental literature and criticism. 
Industrialization, Environmental Crisis, and Rural Resistance : The Industrial Revolution 
transformed human relationships with nature. Rapid industrial growth, urbanization, 
mechanized agriculture, and capitalist expansion led to deforestation, pollution, the 
displacement of rural communities, and ecological degradation. Literature responded to 
these changes by depicting the suffering of rural populations and the destruction of 
natural landscapes. 

Victorian novelists like Thomas Hardy depicted the tragic consequences of industrial 
modernity on rural life. In novels like Tess of the d'Urbervilles and The Return of the Native, 
Hardy reveals the tension between traditional rural values and industrial forces. His 
fictional landscapes depict environmental vulnerability and social injustice, anticipating 
ecocritical concerns. 

Similarly, George Eliot's The Mill on the Floss explores the complex relationship 
between rural communities and natural forces. The river becomes both a life-giving and 
destructive element, symbolizing humanity's fragile dependence on nature. Such stories 
deepen ecocritical understanding by demonstrating environmental interconnectedness 
and vulnerability. 

In this way, literature of the industrial era transforms rural life into a site of 
ecological protest. By depicting environmental degradation and cultural change, authors 
challenge industrial thinking and advocate for ecological responsibility. These stories play a 
crucial role in shaping today's ecocritical discourse. 
Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Rural Ecology : Indigenous and tribal communities 
preserve rich ecological knowledge developed through centuries of interaction with 
nature. Their farming practices, forest management methods, water conservation 
techniques, and spiritual beliefs demonstrate deep ecological understanding. Literature 
reflecting these traditions makes a significant contribution to ecocritical theory. 

Indigenous stories often depict animals, rivers, and forests as sacred beings. These 
stories emphasize mutual give-and-take, respect, and responsibility, and challenge today's 
exploitative perspectives. In such books, rural life becomes a model of ecological balance 
and ethical coexistence. By incorporating Indigenous perspectives, ecocriticism moves 
beyond Western approaches and embraces global ecological diversity. Rural literature thus 
becomes an essential tool for preserving endangered ecological knowledge and promoting 
a sustainable future. 
Contemporary Environmental Literature and Rural Life : In contemporary times, 
environmental crises such as climate change, deforestation, pollution, and biodiversity loss 
have intensified literary engagement with rural life. Writers increasingly portray rural 
communities as victims of ecological devastation and agents of environmental protest. 
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Eco-novels, climate fiction (cli-fi), and environmental poetry highlight the 
vulnerability of rural people to floods, droughts, cyclones, and soil degradation. These 
stories expose environmental injustice and support sustainable development.  

For example, Barbara Kingsolver's "Flight Behavior" explores climate change through 
the experiences of a rural Appalachian community. The novel emphasizes how 
environmental disruption impacts traditional livelihoods and cultural stability. Such works 
demonstrate the continued importance of village life in shaping ecocritical thinking. 
Philosophical Aspects : Interconnectedness and Ecological Ethics : Village life reflects 
the principle of interconnectedness—the idea that all life is interdependent. This holistic 
worldview challenges human-cantered thinking and supports ecological ethics. Literature 
depicting village life often emphasizes cooperation, interdependence, and care for the 
environment. 

Ecocriticism draws heavily on these philosophical aspects, advocating for 
sustainable living, conservation, and environmental justice. Village stories promote 
ecological empathy by depicting the emotional connections between humans and the 
natural world. 
Conclusion : Village life plays a significant and lasting role in shaping ecocritical thinking in 
literature. Its deep connection with nature, emphasis on sustainability, preservation of 
ecological knowledge, and ethical worldview provide a strong foundation for thinking 
about the environment. From ancient pastoral poetry to Romantic literature, from critiques 
of the industrial era to postcolonial and contemporary environmental narratives, rural life 
has consistently inspired writers to understand humanity's relationship with the natural 
world. 

Ecocriticism, as a critical framework, draws heavily on rural representations to 
challenge environmental exploitation, promote ecological awareness, and advocate for a 
sustainable future. By highlighting rural experiences, literature reminds humanity of its 
ecological roots and responsibilities. In this era of growing environmental crisis, rural life 
remains a powerful symbol of ecological harmony, resilience, and hope. 
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